The Hore of the Year reaches a harmony

of 20™ century style and 21 century technology.

By Meghan Stromberg, Senior Editor

trolling through the older neighborhood in Silver

Spring, Md. — one that was subdivided in the late

19205 — you’'ll see a mix of houses: Cape Cods, Tudors,

ramblers, 1960s International-style homes. What won’t
be apparent is a new house, yet it’s there. The newest house on
the block, a beautiful yet unassuming Craftsman-style home, is
the 2001 Best in American Living Home of the Year.

Nestled in a lot populated
with mature trees, the 2001
BALA Home of the Year
hardly looks like new con-
struction. Its narrow foot-
print, natural color scheme
and Arts & Crafts design
were chosen to complement
the site.
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Chosen by BALA judges for its simple elegance,
impeccable execution of details and organic rela-
tionship to its wooded, in-town lot, the 3,400-square-
foot home is not authentically Arts & Crafts, although
it looks it. It uses modern building technologics and
materials in addition to handcrafted millwork and
cabinetry 1o achieve a balance between the old and new;
the home is low-maintenance and designed to fit the
needs of a 21* century family while still embodying the
Arts & Crafts ideals of simplicity and craftsmanship.

Fulfilling a Dream
“Itis my dream home,” says owner and architect Dale
Stewart, a principal at CORE, an architectural firm in
Washington. “My wife and 1, when we were planning
it, said, ‘We're going to do this once, [and] we're
going to live in this house until we croak, so we’re going
to do it the way we want to.””

Stewart’s wife, Sallie, a landscape architect and the

ciates in Silver Spring, was the landplannerformepno-
Jject. The Stewarts and their builder, Michael Schnitzer,
vice president of custorm homes and renovations for
Stanley-Martin in Reston, Va., were committed to thor-
ough planning and execution from the outset of the
nearly two-year design and construction process. Almost
every challenge the home could pose was thought
through well ahead of time. “We started at the finish
end and worked backward in our heads so that we coy-
ered every nuance and made sure we didn’t make any
mistake,” Schnitzer says. “You have to be thinking of
the 25, 30, 40 things that drive not only the builder but
the customer crazy asking, ‘Why didn’t I think of
that?””

The first challenge was fitting the Stewarts’ requi-
site 3,400 square feet and all the programmatic require-
ments, such as a first-floor master suite, onto the
70x140-foot lot. There was a danger of overwhelming
the site and ruining the neighborhood’s streetscape,
-as neighbors feared that a new home on the never-built-
upon lotwould do. The solution was a home more hor-
izontal in character. That effect was achieved, says
Dale Stewart, through strong horizontal lines such as
the big wraparound porch and long, low first:story
roof lines accentuated by the stepped-back second
story. The footprint of the second floor is about half
the size of the first, keeping the massing manageable
on the rear elevation as well.

With a 12- to 15-foot drop in grade from the front
of the house to the back, Sallie Stewart and her hus-
band were able to use the site’s natural contours to their
advantage. A side-load garage is nucked at the back of
the house, one story lower than the first floor. The
basementlevel garage gave the Stewarts ample space
for their first-floor master, which is over the garage.

The handcraftsmanship that characterizes the Arts
& Crafts Movement is noticeable as soon as you're
inside the oversize, custom front door. Carriage Hill
Cabinets and Millwork, a local company that Dale
Stewart brought on board even before he had chosen
a builder, executed the strong, consistent woodwork
design that Dale Stewart created. Starting in the foyer
and continuing throughout the first floor, the simply
but elegantly detiled quartersawn oak beams that
make up the coffered ceilings not only make the 10-
foot heights seem cozier, but also help organize and
give thythm to the space, Dale Stewart says. They also
add richness and variety to the ceilings. “In a lot of
house designs, you're really dealing with the floor
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